
December 22, 2019 

 

I have  spent the weekend catching up on some personal things.  I made a trip to Stanton to tend 

to a rental, stopped in Norfolk for some supplies, and today finished my shopping in Yankton.  

What a Christmas mad house.  The good part of all that is running into neighbors and friends and 

taking time to stop and visit and wish the best of the season.   

 

At the office we will be mindful of the calendar year end.  Although our fiscal year ends in 

September, the calendar year must be ended with payroll reports to federal and state agencies, W-

2's to employees, and a check of new rates and/or coverage in insurance.  We will see new faces 

as Lisa joins us in the office, and the police officer duties are minded by Jonathan's helpers while 

he is attending training.  The auditorium is seeing more use as several families are able to take 

advantage of the space for holiday celebrations.  I am sure the new furnaces make it a more 

agreeable atmosphere.   Larry and Patrick have certainly done a fine job in building and painting 

the enclosure.  As new storage has become available, they have cleaned out some forgotten back 

corners in closets.  There are some boy scout books, patches, etc.  As far as we know, they are 

outdated, but may be a collector's item.  If anyone is interested, call the office or drop by.   

 

I am also aware that we can use more ideas and input on our committees.  A comprehensive plan 

for any entity must address what is wanted or needed,  what is legal, what is physically possible, 

and what is financially possible.  That is over-simplified of course.  Once the plan addresses the 

basic needs of the city,  the planning and zoning group can help lay out a map to implement the 

comprehensive plan in a logical, legal, and physically possible manner.   One must infer that the 

overall plan will include housing for people, businesses that provide for their basic needs, 

schools for the education of their children, and services that provide entertainment and nurturing 

in their every day lives.  In the mix of this is the economic development plan.  The big question 

for this group is helping to decide what is needed, and how can the city best help in meeting 

those needs.   If anyone is interested in meeting and working with any of these three groups, 

please let me know.  The more ideas presented, the better the chance of creating and executing 

the best  plan.   

 

As we come close to a new decade, let's think about how we want to find our city in the next 

decade.  What we do now will help determine that.  My door is always open.  Your ideas are 

always welcome.  Let's use the blessings and love we see at Christmas  to set the mood for the 

new year.  Let's think, “Always helpful, never hurtful.” 

 

May all of you and your loved ones have the greatest of holidays.  That you are all healthy and 

happy is my wish.    

 

From the Mayor's Desk.............Sharol 

 
 


